
Bird Chatterings
The Newsletter of the North Shore Cage Bird Club

Meetings at the Sunnynook Community Centre,
148 Sycamore Drive, Sunnynook.

8pm, 4thThursday of each month excluding 
December.

Members! 

It’s subscription time again. Please fill 

out a membership/renewal form 

(on the next page) and submit with 

your subscription to: 

The Treasurer

North Shore Cage Bird Club,

47 Lysander Crescent

Beach Haven 

Auckland

If we dont’ get your subs in a timely manner, 

you’ll miss inclusion in the year book

Recycle and Scrap Metal

please give to Jim Ziarno who is kindly 
collecting for club funds

This newsletter is proudly supported by 
AA Tourism

http://www.aatravel.co.nz

This newsletter, past issues, membership forms, 
and other resources and information are on the 
web at:

http://cagebirds.arecool.net

Issue 1 Volume 4
October 2004

Dominant Pied Skyblue Budgerigar
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Who’s Who!
Patron: Jim Middleton 
Vice Patron: Bill McAlees 

President: Rick Staal, 38 Salamanca Rd, Sunnynook, 
Auckland. Ph 476 9155. 

Vice President: Ron McIlwain  Ph 483 8351. 

Treasurer: Mark Nissen  Ph 482 3471. 

Secretary: David Burn  Ph. 476 3505. 

Beaconclore
Seed Suppliers. 490 Don Buck Road, Massey, Auckland 8. 

Ph 09 833 6179
We are merchants for Top Flight Seed. 

These seeds are NZ grown where possible.
Hours: 12 pm – 6 pm Monday to Friday 9 am – 3 pm Saturday
For Prices and Enquiries Please Phone 09 833 6179          0204

North Shore Cage Bird Club
Membership Subscription/Renewal

Due annually from date of A.G.M.

Surname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First Name/s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Surname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First Name/s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suburb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Postal Code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .D.O.B. if < 16 yrs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Status: Champion/Novice/Junior  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Parent Club: Yes/No

Interests (circle those that apply): Budgerigars, Yorkshire Canaries, Gloster Canaries, Norwich Canaries, 
Border Canaries, Roller Canaries, Parrots, Lovebirds, Finches, Bengalese, Zebra Finches, Foreign Birds, Doves, 
Colour Canaries, Quail, British Birds, Other (please note) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Subscription: Single Adult $20.00 : Partnership: $25.00 : Junior: $5.00 : Junior Partnership $10.00 : 
Pensioner: $12.00 : Pensioner Partnership: $15.00 : Late renewal: add 10% after 1 November.

Total $.................       Date........../........../..........

Note: Please send before 31 October in order to be included in The New Zealand Federation Of Cage Bird Clubs Inc 
Year Book.

Send with remittance to either:  38 Salamanca Rd, Sunnynook, Auckland
or:  47 Lysander Crescent, Beach Haven, Auckland

Please feel free to photocopy this, or a PDF file is available at the website http://CageBirds.areCool.net

Editor: Mark Nissen  Ph 482 3471. 

Committee: Bill Bates, Colin Punter, Kate Nicholas, 
Robyn Clark, JimZiarno, Luke Staal, Gordon McGibbon. 

Show Manager: Maurice Donell.  
Assistant Show Managers:  Gordon McGibbon, 
Paul Hughes.  Ph 415 9106. 

Show Secretary:  Colin Punter. 
Assistant Show Secretary: Kate Nicholas.

Trophy Custodian: Jim Middleton.
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Market 
Place
Bird Equipment: 
Maurice Donnell has a 
variety of excess bird 
equipment of all kinds 
suitable for Canaries and 
Finches. Young bird keep-
ers will get a very good 
deal. Ph 410 4140

Budgerigar Show 
Cages: unpainted boxes 
with hinges etc available 
from 
Colin Punter. Ph 837 1091

Budgerigar Show Cage 
Fronts: are available for 
$15 from Rick Staal. 
Ph 476 9155

Millet Spray: 
Masterpet have a special 
on $60 for a 15Kg box + 
$5 freight and handling. 
While stock lasts. Ph 
0800 738 546. Cheques 
to P.O.Box 39 191, 
Wellington Mail Centre.

Wanted: Corona Gloster 
Hen Canary, please 
phone Murray on 
410 3244.

Monthly Meeting Minutes
Sept 03                   
Attendance;  12
Apologies;     Paul Hughes; Carol Ziarno; Bret Alexander; Rick Staal
Moved.          Colin Punter; Mark Thompson 

Minutes, as read in August news letter.
Moved.    Gordon McGibbon; Colin Punter

Mail In         1.   Juges invitations  responses 
Mail Out      1.   Judges invitations  
Moved.   Jim Ziarno; Morris Donnel  

Finance; Savings account.   $ 4174.36
  Cheque          $  209.61 As of 20.08.03  
Moved.    Gordon McGibbon ;  Jim Ziarno 

General Business.

1.   Rick and Colin to make arrangements for annnual show at either Henderson 
Big Top or  Henderson 
Primary School.
2.   The club members extended a thankyou  to Mark Nissen on his recent article 
  Bird Sales  
3.   A general discussion  followed about the various problems members are 
experiencing in the current 
breeding season.

Meeting closed   
Next meeting       To be held in thew Sunny Nook Community Centre 
   148 Sycamore Drive, Sunny nook.
   On the 23.10.03 

   (4th Thursday of each month excl December)

Green Singing Finch Ornate Lory
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774 State Highway 17 Albany Auckland 

 0-9-415 7373 

We are specialists in big specimen trees 
and large grade hedge lines. We have 
a large selection of Natives, Evergreen 
and Deciduous trees available. There is 
something to suit every situation. 

Our trees range in size from 1-6 meters. Our PB95 grade 
trees are priced from $65.00 plus GST and are easily 
transported in a small truck, van or trailer or we do have 
a delivery and planting service available. All trees are 
transportable anywhere in the North island. 

Weekdays 
7.30am - 5.00pm 

Weekends 
9.00am - 4.00pm 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK           0902

For a comprehensive free catalogue please contact us. 
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MASSEY PETS & AQUARIUM CENTRE 
Marjorie and Dennis.

406 DON BUCK ROAD, MASSEY, AUCKLAND. PH 09 833 5577.

GOLDFISH, TROPICAL FISH & TURTLES. SMALL ANIMALS. RABBITS, GUINEA 
PIGS & BIRDS. GREAT SELECTION OF CAGES & FISH TANK SET-UPS. 

STOCKIST OF NATURE’S RECIPE, IAMS & EUKANUBA PREMIUM FOODS. 

DIFFERENT INSTORE SPECIALS WEEKLY. 

SPONSORS OF OUR CLUB RAFFLE.

Kaytee© exact© Hand Feeding Formula - bulk size
is now available at a discounted price at the following retail outlets:
Jansens -Auckland, Bird Barn - Auckland, Lady Gayʼs - Auckland, 
Drury Discount Pet Centre - Auckland, Pet City - Hamilton, Animates - Lower Hutt, Wellington, 
Christchurch, 
Hutt Pet - Lower Hutt, Paws & Claws - Upper Hutt, Animalz - Wellington, Napier, Havelock North, 
Pet World - Kapiti Coast, Mokoia Market - Hawera, Roseland Garden Centre - Blenheim, 
Nelson City Pet Store, Nelson, Papanui Pets - Christchurch, Feather & Fur - Christchurch, 
Animal Supplies - Ashburton, Little Critters - Timaru, The Pet Warehouse - Dunedin, 
East Road Pets - Invercargill

Discussion from meeting
At the recent meeting there were a large 
range of topics discussed and briefly, here 
some are:

Greens for breeding birds: Rocket (fast grow-
ing), chickory, comfry, puha, dandelion, seed-
ing grasses.

To get birds in condition many advocated that 
6 weeks or so prior to breeding and after a 
fairly austere ‘winter’ diet, that some soaked 
seed (rape, millet, oats) some softfood and 
greens would help to bring the birds on.

Apparently white string in short lengths will 
often get hen canaries ‘in the mood’. 

Willow leaves and branches can do the same 
for lovebirds.

Fostering chicks is a common way to distribute 
the feeding load between pairs and fostering 
eggs to put and excess of good quality young 
under lesser quality ‘feeder’ birds.

Moustache Parrot
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Birds in Focus...
Peters’ Twinspot 
(Hypargos niveoguttatus) 
Range : East Africa 

The Peters’ Twinspot (Hypargos niveoguttatus)  
comes from East Africa where it is found near 
water  at lower elevations. These birds are easily 
sexed as  the carmine-red face of the male is buff 
in the female.  Their nest is frequently built close 
to the  ground and they will be aggressive towards 
other red birds when breeding. Total length is 
around 5 inches. Best kept at temperatures 
around 70F, Peters’  Twinspots require mixed 
millets, canary seed, and  wild grass seeds. Some 
individuals will eat egg food but others will ignore 
it. Livefood and sprouted  seeds are essential when they are breeding. 

European Greenfi nch 
(Carduelis chloris)
Range : Europe

The Greenfi nch is a large stocky fi nch with a distinctly forked tail. It’s about the size of a 
Great Tit. The adult male, in summer, is mostly green in colour except for yellow edges to 
their outer primary wing feathers and tail feathers. 
On looking more closely, the upperparts are more 
olive-green and the breast and belly a bright 
yellow-green, and greyish coverts. During the 
winter, the male becomes duller. 
The adult female and juveniles have grey-brown 
upperparts, underparts are tinged with yellow, 
and with less yellow on the wings and tail than 
the male. The juveniles have dark brown streaks 
above and below. At fi rst glance they can be
mistaken for House Sparrows .
They have a wheezy song, but in fl ight its call is a 
repetitive “jup-jup-jup” and “chichichichit”. 
In the garden Greenfi nches will sit for a long time 
on hanging feeders containing black sunfl ower 
hearts. Otherwise, the Greenfi nch’s diet is seeds, 
buds and berries. Greenfi nches nest in colonies in 
dense shrubs. The nest is made from twigs and grass, and lined with fi ne roots and hair, 
and built by the female. 
The smooth, glossy eggs are white to pale beige with blackish markings, and 
approximately 21 mm by 15 mm. The female incubates the eggs by herself. After the 
young hatch, they are fed by both parents. 


