
Bird Chatterings
The Newsletter of the North Shore Cage Bird Club

Meetings at the Sunnynook Community Centre,
148 Sycamore Drive, Sunnynook.

8pm, 4thThursday of each month excluding 
December.

Members! 

It’s still subscription time. Please fill 

out a membership/renewal form 

(on the next page) and submit with 

your subscription to: 

The Treasurer

North Shore Cage Bird Club,

47 Lysander Crescent

Beach Haven 

Auckland

Unfortunately subs received now will miss 

inclusion in the year book

Recycle and Scrap Metal

Please give to Jim Ziarno who is kindly 
collecting for club funds

This newsletter is proudly supported by 
AA Tourism

http://www.aatravel.co.nz

This newsletter, past issues, membership forms, 
and other resources and information are on the 
web at:

http://cagebirds.arecool.net

Issue 2 Volume 4
November 2004

Hyacinth Macaws
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Who’s Who!
Patron: Jim Middleton 
Vice Patron: Bill McAlees 

President: Rick Staal, 38 Salamanca Rd, Sunnynook, 
Auckland. Ph 476 9155. 

Vice President: Ron McIlwain  Ph 483 8351. 

Treasurer: Mark Nissen  Ph 482 3471. 

Secretary: David Burn  Ph. 476 3505. 

Beaconclore
Seed Suppliers. 490 Don Buck Road, Massey, Auckland 8. 

Ph 09 833 6179
We are merchants for Top Flight Seed. 

These seeds are NZ grown where possible.
Hours: 12 pm – 6 pm Monday to Friday 9 am – 3 pm Saturday
For Prices and Enquiries Please Phone 09 833 6179          0204

North Shore Cage Bird Club
Membership Subscription/Renewal

Due annually from date of A.G.M.

Surname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First Name/s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Surname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First Name/s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suburb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Postal Code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .D.O.B. if < 16 yrs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Status: Champion/Novice/Junior  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Parent Club: Yes/No

Interests (circle those that apply): Budgerigars, Yorkshire Canaries, Gloster Canaries, Norwich Canaries, 
Border Canaries, Roller Canaries, Parrots, Lovebirds, Finches, Bengalese, Zebra Finches, Foreign Birds, Doves, 
Colour Canaries, Quail, British Birds, Other (please note) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Subscription: Single Adult $20.00 : Partnership: $25.00 : Junior: $5.00 : Junior Partnership $10.00 : 
Pensioner: $12.00 : Pensioner Partnership: $15.00 : Late renewal: add 10% after 1 November.

Total $.................       Date........../........../..........

Note: Please send before 31 October in order to be included in The New Zealand Federation Of Cage Bird Clubs Inc 
Year Book.

Send with remittance to either:  38 Salamanca Rd, Sunnynook, Auckland
or:  47 Lysander Crescent, Beach Haven, Auckland

Please feel free to photocopy this, or a PDF file is available at the website http://CageBirds.areCool.net

Editor: Mark Nissen  Ph 482 3471. 

Committee: Bill Bates, Colin Punter, Kate Nicholas, 
Robyn Clark, Jim Ziarno, Luke Staal, Gordon McGibbon. 

Show Manager: Maurice Donell.  
Assistant Show Managers:  Gordon McGibbon, 
Paul Hughes.  Ph 415 9106. 

Show Secretary:  Colin Punter. 
Assistant Show Secretary: Kate Nicholas.

Trophy Custodian: Jim Middleton.
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Market 
Place
Bird Equipment: 
Maurice Donnell has a 
variety of excess bird 
equipment of all kinds 
suitable for Canaries and 
Finches. Young bird keep-
ers will get a very good 
deal. Ph 410 4140

Budgerigar Show 
Cages: unpainted boxes 
with hinges etc available 
from 
Colin Punter. Ph 837 1091

Budgerigar Show Cage 
Fronts: are available for 
$15 from Rick Staal. 
Ph 476 9155

Millet Spray: 
Masterpet have a special 
on $60 for a 15Kg box + 
$5 freight and handling. 
While stock lasts. Ph 
0800 738 546. Cheques 
to P.O.Box 39 191, 
Wellington Mail Centre.

Wanted: Corona Gloster 
Hen Canary, please 
phone Murray on 
410 3244.

Wanted: Hen Gouldian, 
phone Mark on 
021 408 242

Monthly Meeting Minutes
Minutes from Monthly Meeting   Oct 03     Attendance;  12
Apologies;     Carol Ziarno; Bret Alexander; Ron McIlwain; Colin Punter; 
Morris Donnell.
Moved.          Gordon McGibbon; Paul Hughes. 

Minutes, as read in October news letter.
Moved.    Bill Bates; John Longworth.

Mail In          1.   Masterpet Promotion
  2.   Federation Minutes       
  3.   Gypsey Avairies, Love Bird News Letter      
Mail Out      1.   Nil  
Moved. Rick Staal; Paul Hughes. 

Finance; Savings account.   $ 4187.22
  Cheque          $ 325.61     
Moved.    Gordon McGibbon ;  Wendy D  Anvers 

General Business.

1.   Invitation from May, Willie and Jimmy Newtonto attend a BBQ at their home 
145 Tukawera Road Waihi.

2.   Annual Show Venue, Confirmed as Massey Intermediate School.
 Details to follow

3.   A general discussion  followed about the various problems members are 
experiencing in the current 
breeding season.

Meeting closed   8:45pm
Next meeting      To be held in thew Sunny Nook Community Centre 
  148 Sycamore Drive, Sunny nook.
  On the 27.11.03 (4th Thursday of each month excl December)

Wild Canaries Masked Finch
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774 State Highway 17 Albany Auckland 

 0-9-415 7373 

We are specialists in big specimen trees 
and large grade hedge lines. We have 
a large selection of Natives, Evergreen 
and Deciduous trees available. There is 
something to suit every situation. 

Our trees range in size from 1-6 meters. Our PB95 grade 
trees are priced from $65.00 plus GST and are easily 
transported in a small truck, van or trailer or we do have 
a delivery and planting service available. All trees are 
transportable anywhere in the North island. 

Weekdays 
7.30am - 5.00pm 

Weekends 
9.00am - 4.00pm 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK           0902

For a comprehensive free catalogue please contact us. 
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MASSEY PETS & AQUARIUM CENTRE 
Marjorie and Dennis.

406 DON BUCK ROAD, MASSEY, AUCKLAND. PH 09 833 5577.

GOLDFISH, TROPICAL FISH & TURTLES. SMALL ANIMALS. RABBITS, GUINEA 
PIGS & BIRDS. GREAT SELECTION OF CAGES & FISH TANK SET-UPS. 

STOCKIST OF NATURE’S RECIPE, IAMS & EUKANUBA PREMIUM FOODS. 

DIFFERENT INSTORE SPECIALS WEEKLY. 

SPONSORS OF OUR CLUB RAFFLE.

Kaytee© exact© Hand Feeding Formula - bulk size
is now available at a discounted price at the following retail outlets:
Jansens -Auckland, Bird Barn - Auckland, Lady Gayʼs - Auckland, 
Drury Discount Pet Centre - Auckland, Pet City - Hamilton, Animates - Lower Hutt, Wellington, 
Christchurch, 
Hutt Pet - Lower Hutt, Paws & Claws - Upper Hutt, Animalz - Wellington, Napier, Havelock North, 
Pet World - Kapiti Coast, Mokoia Market - Hawera, Roseland Garden Centre - Blenheim, 
Nelson City Pet Store, Nelson, Papanui Pets - Christchurch, Feather & Fur - Christchurch, 
Animal Supplies - Ashburton, Little Critters - Timaru, The Pet Warehouse - Dunedin, 
East Road Pets - Invercargill

Delicate Quail Hatchlings
Here’s a shot of some Chinese Quail hatching. 
I was a little surprised to see these mid-hatch 
with the mother not in attendance. Usually the 
first I see of the babies is the mother fussing 
around with them and they are already 
walking and cheeping.

Any way, after the day had passed and the 
mother had still not paid these any attention, I 
put them in the hotwater cupboard over night. 
The next morning I put them back with the 
mother but they couldn’t stand and the 
mother paid them no attention.

Unfortunately, later that day they died. I think 
that they were possibly abandoned in the act 
of hatching and got too cold to “spring into 
life”. So not having bonded with mum in the 
first few minutes she probably had no urge to 
take care of them. Chinese Quail Hatching
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Birds in Focus...
“Feather Duster Budgerigar”

Hereʼs a couple of photos of one of the two grey 
feather dusters I bred this season. Highly unusual 
and quite rare, though I heard of two or three 
others being bred this year. 

The below article is from: http://home.clara.net/
np21/duster.htm

When they are fi rst hatched in the nest they ap-
pear quite normal, But after a few days they can be 
heard above all their nest mates. They have a funny 
high pitched cheep that can be picked out from the 
rest of the youngsters.

At the age of three weeks they look to be an outstanding chick. They are far bigger that their 
nest mates and apart from the size at this stage they look quite normal. By four weeks their 
feathers seem to accelerate in growth. They grow at an alarmingly fast rate and by the time 
the chick is ready to leave the nest it is completely diff erent from the rest. Itʼs feathers have 
grown so much that they are not recognizable. They are curling in on themselves and there 
are twice the amount that a normal budgerigar has. Instead of two main tail feathers it has 
four, the same as with the fl ight feathers. The feathers above the cere grow so long and curl 
into the budgerigars face making it almost
 impossible for the budgerigar to see.

When they leave the nest they almost never fi nd 
their way onto a perch in the cage but can be quite 
often found sitting in the seed pot continually eat-
ing. They seem to need to eat all day and this may 
be necessary for the replacement of their feath-
ers. When they moult and lose their feathers others 
grow exactly the same in their place. If you breed 
one of these birds and you decided to keep it in 
your aviary then you can cut itʼs feathers around its 
face and beak, making itʼs short life a little easier.

Feather dusters only seem to live a few months, 
but I have known breeders who have had them for 
almost 12 months, although is not often they will 
live this long.

Although many people give their thoughts, myself included, as to why these budgerigars 
appear in the nest , there has been no evidence found which will give us the true reason why. 
They still remain a mystery.


